[Regulation of the autoimmune response against antigens of male accessory glands of rats].
Rats immunized with chemically modified rat male accessory glands (MRAG) elicit organ and species specific autoimmune response. We have developed suppression of autoimmunity to MRAG injecting syngeneic rats, previous to immunization with MRAG-CFA, with low doses of the same antigen. The unresponsiveness was mediated, by inducer phase, cyclophosphamide (Cy)-sensitive, antigen specific, T suppressor lymphocytes and effector phase, Cy and irradiation sensitive T lymphocytes. Moreover, we demonstrated that macrophages could play a role in the induction of these MRAG-specific suppressor T lymphocytes. On the other hand, we studied the influence of an infection with Toxoplasma gondii on rats immunized with MRAG-CFA. The cellular and humoral immune responses to MRAG were selectively potentiated in animals infected in thymus proximity, whereas the infection did not modify the response to an heteroantigen, human serum albumin (HSA). The i.p. infection did not alter the cellular response. The potentiation of cellular autoimmune response was correlated with thymic involution and proliferation of lymphocytes and plasma cells. A decrease of Ox-8, Ox-18 and Ox-17 surface markers in thymic cellular population and an increase of immature thymocytes (PNA+) were observed in these animals in correlation with the blockage of the effector phase of suppressor cell circuit. In another study we found that the male kits born to mothers immunized with 5 mg of MRAG-CFA showed significantly reduced DTH response to MRAG. When the mothers were immunized with 25 mg of MRAG-CFA the lack of DTH response was observed in male and female kits. In all cases, the DTH response to HSA was positive.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)